
Accessibility:
curbless shower (Q), APR:33

Adhesives:
cutting rafters, and construction 

adhesive strength (L), MAR:12

Affordable housing:
Habitat for Humanity house, world

speed record, MAR:23
Habitat for Humanity, recycle store

profits, APR:24

Air conditioning. See Hvac.

Air quality. See Indoor air quality.

Anchors: 
deadman system vs. helical screws 

in basement I-beam support (L),
APR:12

Appliances:
cooktops, SEP:121
Kitchen & Bath Show products,

*SEP:94

Architects: See also Design. 
design-build and cost controls,

MAY:37
partnering with for successful 

projects, *JAN:55

Asbestos:
abatement for vermiculite insulation

(L), MAY:12
vermiculate insulation contaminated

with, *MAR:21

Basements: See Foundations.

Bathrooms: See also Showers; Toilets.
faucets and shower doors, AUG:109
green materials for, JUL:113
Kitchen & Bath Show products,

*SEP:94
lav/vanity design requirements,

MAR:109
towel warmers (P), NOV:107
venting exhaust fans (Q), NOV:32

Bids: See also Business.
detailed scope of work in, MAR:41
incomplete plans and, NOV:45

Bookkeeping:
importance of accuracy in, NOV:21

Bracing, diagonal:
for rustic barn door (L), FEB:12

Brick veneer:
corrugated metal ties required (L),

JUN:11
wall system and drainage plane,

MAR:55

Building paper. See Housewrap.

Building standards:
changes for shingles to meet new

wind code, JUN:24
new ANSI water heater standard,

JUN:21
new ANSI water heater standard, 

missing number (L), AUG:14
for quality of work, and implied

warranty, APR:51; (L) JUL:14

Business: See also Bids; Bookkeeping;
Employees; Estimating; Legal.

awards as marketing tool, *MAY:67
bad customers (L), FEB:14
choosing a foreman, APR:28
competition in small market (Q),

MAY:32
condo starts on rise in Calif., JUL:24
contractor discounts, understanding,

*MAR:77
defining owner’s job description,

OCT:23
design-build and cost controls,

MAY:37
growing a business, FEB:35
handyman service as sideline to

remodeling, *APR:97
JLC Live highlights, AUG:35
limited liability corporations, JUN:49

marketing via home shows, *APR:43
office help, part-time plan, JUL:22
office in a truck, *MAY:91
operating capital reserve accounts,

JAN:43
overtime rules and regs, FEB:40
owner’s manual as customer service

and referral tool, *JUN:83
paying yourself fairly, AUG:35
projects started by another contractor,

what to consider, NOV:51
realtor referral fees questioned, JUL:21
refinancing boom coming to end,

DEC:19
scheduling for remodelers, FEB:87; (L)

APR:11
time sheets, AUG:35
worker’s comp costs, controlling,

JUN:41

Cabinets. See Kitchen cabinets.

Carpeting: 
OSB as substrate for? (Q), SEP:36

Ceramic tile:
backers for (P), DEC:86
over basement slab (Q), JAN:36

common callbacks, JAN:97
decorative floor, installation tech-

niques, *NOV:79
floor versus wall, differentiating (Q),

DEC:28
grout, cleaning (Q), AUG:31
over laminate countertops, *MAR: 93;

(L) AUG: 9
mortar bed installations over wood

floors (Q), JUL:33
mud bed, and type of mesh to use

(Q), JUL:33

Chimneys:
masonry, compatibility with gas 

appliances (L), APR:14
masonry, flashing to the house (Q),

DEC:27
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block wall support with deep piers
(Q), JAN:34

cedar posts on fieldstone footings,
MAR:143; (L) MAY:16

ceramic tile over basement slab (Q),
JAN:36

concrete basement problems in
Buffalo, AUG:19

floodwater vent for (P), JUL:85
frost-protected slab for unheated

building (Q), SEP:33
hillside, wins awards, JUN:25
insulated concrete form system,

advantages and installation,
*JUL:105

sill sealer, triple (P), JUL:85
steel I-beams for basement wall 

bracing, *JAN:75; (L) APR:11
steel I-beams for basement wall 

bracing, helical screws vs. tie 
backs (L), APR:12

Framing:
graph panels for cutting and nailing

(P), JUL:86
seismic and wind-resistant, lateral-

force collectors for, *OCT:117
tray ceiling fire-stopping detail (L),

JAN:16
wall, adjustable brace for (P), JUL:86

Framing, decks:
floating deck alternative (L), NOV:12
installing ledgers for, *AUG:81
ledger bracket for (P), JUL:86
ledgers, lag-screw schedule for (L),

NOV:11
ledgers, lags vs. bolts (L), DEC:9

Framing, roof:
cutting rafters, and construction 

adhesive strength (L), MAR:12
octagonal roof, full-scale layout for,

*MAY:47
split-pitch hip, layout for, *APR:87; 

(L) JUL:11

Framing, steel:
light-gauge, materials, tools, tech-

niques for, *NOV:57
retrofitting I-beam headers for doors

(L), JAN:11

Glue. See Adhesives.

Green building:
criteria, design, materials, and 

advantages of, MAR:103
defining, and green products,

*OCT:95
materials for kitchens and baths,

JUL:113

Habitat for Humanity:
recycle store profits, APR:24
world speed record, MAR:23

Handrails:
building details for over-the-post,

*JUN:89

Handyman: 
service as sideline to remodeling,

*APR:97

Heating, gas:
appliances, compatibility with

masonry chimneys (L), APR:14
appliances, vent materials and sizing,

*FEB:75
code for appliances in basement (Q),

APR:33

Heating, hydronic:
panel radiator system, *SEP:115

Heating, radiant: See also Chimneys;
Hvac.

NAHB study on fuel efficiency, FEB:21
NAHB study on fuel efficiency skewed

(L), APR:12

Heating, wood: See also Chimneys;
Hvac.

Calif. proposed ban on, MAR:22

Historic preservation:
polka dot paint challenges Ga.

commission, SEP:24 

Home shows:
as marketing tool, APR:43; (L) JUN:14

House moving:
by barge, DEC:96

Housewrap:
drainable with vertical cords (P),

SEP:22
drainage planes and, MAR:56
durability and performance of, JUN:11
types of, defined (L), JUN:11
whether to use in a cooling climate

(Q), FEB:32

Housing market:
million-dollar homes in Calif.,

OCT:24
rainy spring slows market, AUG:19

Humidity sensor:
(L) DEC:14

Hvac: See also Heating; Ventilation.
air conditioner, digital (P), JUL:90
heat-recovery ventilator, “poor

man’s,” JUN:144
heat-recovery ventilator with whole-

house filter, affordable (P), JUL:90
high-velocity hvac system installa-

tion, *JUL:95
hydronic control system (P), JUL:90

Ice buildup:
and can lights in cathedral ceiling (Q),

FEB:27; (L) APR:14

Indoor air quality:
fresh air system with exhaust fan (P),

JUL:90
heat-recovery ventilator with whole-

house filter, affordable (P), JUL:90

Insulation: See also Vapor barriers.
heat gain reduction with added,

*JUN:80
installation quality of (L), OCT:12
for living space above unheated

garage (Q), JAN:30; (L) APR:16
and new R-20 foam glass (P), MAR:24
vermiculite and asbestos, abatement

for  (L), MAY:12
vermiculite, contaminated with

asbestos, *MAR:21

Insulation, fiberglass:
carcinogen classification change,

JAN:20

Insulation, foam:
foil-faced foam under vinyl siding (Q),

JUN:34
sprayed-in-place polyurethane, advan-

tages and applications, *AUG:65
spray-foam applications, OCT:11
spray-foam, asphalt shingle warranties

and (L), OCT:12
spray-foam, density and R-value of

(L), OCT:14
spray-foam, fire protection and (L),

NOV:11
spray-foam, manufacturer contact

info for (L), NOV:14
urea vs. urethane correction (L),

OCT:14

Insurance: See Business.
catastrophic, defining coverage,

JUL:47
certificates of insurance, JUN:42
liability, crisis in, *JUL:65; AUG:42
liability for subcontractors, AUG:42
worker’s comp costs, controlling,

JUN:41

Internet: 
communicating with clients via

website, FEB:67

Jamsill:
sill pan for rough openings (L, P),

MAY:16 

Jigs:
for compound-angle cuts, APR:160
for cutting flexible crown, MAY:78

Kitchen cabinets:
enhancing appearance and function

of, JUN:109
stock cabinet window seat, baking

table, end shelves, FEB:97

Kitchens:
cooktops, SEP:121
farmhouse sinks, installing, OCT:55
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faucets (P), AUG:109
garbage disposal retrofit switch (P),

JUL:89
green materials for, JUL:113
Kitchen & Bath Show products,

*SEP:94
lighting, types and choices, APR:125
medicine cabinets (P), OCT:66
microwave, locating the, MAY:101
portable kitchenette for remodeling

customers (P), JUL:89
range hoods (P), NOV:108
stainless-steel sink, rimless (P), JUL:89

Ladders: See Tools & Equipment.

Laser levels: See Tools & Equipment.

Lawsuits:
abusive neighbor suit, FEB:21
alternative to, JUN:21
antitrust decision against

Weyerhaeuser, JUL:19
lead paint, JAN:19
mold award cut back by courts,

APR:23
mold and insurance fraud, *JAN:19
PEX okayed in California, MAR:21

Lead carpenters: 
choosing a foreman, APR:28

Lead paint:
lawsuits, JAN:19

Ledgers. See Decks; Framing, decks;
Porches.

Legal: See also Business; Insurance;
Lawsuits.

building codes not copyrighted,
DEC:19

death of contractor and spouse’s
obligations, SEP:61

English as common language (L),
FEB:14; (L) APR:11

EPA stormwater permits, MAY:19
express warranties, MAY:43
liability insurance, indemnification

clauses and, MAR:49
overtime rules and regs, FEB:40
owners hiring subcontractors, ramifi-

cations of, DEC:35
projects started by another contractor,

what to consider, NOV:51
realtor referral fees questioned, JUL:21
right-to-cure laws, alternative to

lawsuits, JUN:21
scaffold law, changes proposed,

AUG:22
spec house arson cases, AUG:22
subcontractor liability, OCT:49

Liability. See Legal.

Lighting: 
kitchen, types and choices, APR:125

Locks:
deadbolts and safe egress (L), APR:18
hardware for entry doors, *FEB:59

Lumber: See also Wood, treated.
choices for porch decking (Q),

AUG:31
price of OSB triples, NOV:19
prices declining, and European

imports, JUN:22
quality on decline, APR:30

Manufactured housing: 
making the switch to custom modular

homes, *JAN:83

Marketing: See also Business.
awards as marketing tool, *MAY:67
via home shows, *APR:43

Moisture: See also Mold.
abatement method uses heater/blower

to “bake,” DEC:21
brick wall drainage details (L), MAY:11
drainage planes for wall systems,

*MAR:55
gain, and soffit boards buckling, (Q),

MAR:33
humidity sensor (L), DEC:14
OSB panels and swelling (Q), APR:33;

(L) MAY:16
screens needed for drainage spaces (L),

MAY:12
window condensation problem (Q),

MAY:31; (L) JUL:11

Mold:
awards cut back by courts, APR:23
lawsuits and insurance fraud, *JAN:19
moisture and mold connection (L),

MAR:11
moisture prevention to avoid, and

cleanup of existing, *JUN:65

Molding, crown:
exterior, MDF an option for? (Q),

MAR:33
installation jig (L), MAR:14
installing on cathedral ceilings,

*JUL:77

installing with telescopic 3rd Hand
(P), JAN:118

Mortgages:
refinancing boom coming to end,

DEC:19

Nail pops:
and moisture in framing lumber (Q),

JAN:32
reducing (L), APR:18

Nailers, pneumatic: 
air hoses, keeping thawed in cold

weather (Q), APR:34

Office: See also Business.
office help, part-time plan, JUL:22
office in a truck, *MAY:91

Owner’s manual:
as customer service and referral tool,

*JUN:83

Paint:
color-transforming ceiling paint (P),

JUL:127
door hinge protectors (P), JUL:136
graffiti-removing solvent (P), JUL:134
rated by Consumer Reports, NOV:19
scrapers, carbide (P), JUL:136
shaver, carbide (P), JUL:136

Period homes:
panelized, exterior trim for, *OCT:71

Photovoltaics. See Solar power.

Plumbing:
museum of, NOV:144
PEX okayed in California, MAR:21
toilet flange height (L), JAN:14

Porches:
deck ledgers, installing, *AUG:81; (L)

OCT:11; (L) DEC:9
deck ledgers, lag-screw schedule (L),

NOV:11
designed for function and aesthetics,

NOV:37
floating deck alternative (L), NOV:12
ledger bracket (P), JUL:86
porch deck failure and live loads,

SEP:21

Punch lists: 
eliminating, AUG:42

Radiant barriers:
reducing heat gain and, *JUN:75

Rainscreens. See Exteriors; Moisture.

Rebar: 
retaining wall, forces on (L), JAN:11

Recycled materials. See Salvage.

Remodeling:
jobs, scheduling for, FEB:87; (L)

APR:11
portable kitchenette unit (P), JUL:89
wooden fence repair, FEB:93

Retaining walls: 
segmental block, with geogrid 

reinforcement, *SEP:103

Roofing:
OSB panels and swelling (Q), 

APR:33; (L) MAY:16

Roofing, asphalt:
fumes and health study, FEB:22
rated by Consumer Reports, NOV:19
warranties and spray-foam insulation

(L), OCT:12

Roofing, metal:
material and finish options, *JAN:63
screwing through the ridge (L),

MAR:11
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Roofs: See also Framing, roof.
reflective, FEB:23
reflective, and reducing heat gain,

*JUN:75

Roofs, slate:
repair, techniques and details,

*DEC:65
slate, traditional barn-style, JUL:144

Safety, job-site:
bounce-fire rules for nail guns, APR:26
gear (P), SEP:153
hard-hats needed (L), DEC:12
importance of, MAY:14
mold cleanup and protective gear,

*JUN:65
nailgun accidents and study data,

OCT:21 
rail supports (P), SEP:153
scaffold law, changes proposed,

AUG:22
serious injuries, case studies, 

*AUG:45; (L) OCT:16
table saws and (L), NOV:11

Salvage: 
army barracks, salvaged wood,

MAY:21
building materials as, *SEP:87
store profits to Habitat for Humanity,

APR:24

Saw blades:
for grout-removal (P), JUL:136
metal-cutting, for circular saws,

JUL:127
for ripping (P), JUL:136
for terra cotta (P), JUL:138

Saws:
circular, cordless metal-cutting,

JUL:127
circular, metal-cutting, NOV:134
circular, recall of, APR:25
compound miter, new 12-inch,

MAR:135
handsaw, power, SEP:147
jigsaws, cordless, OCT:147
power coping, DEC:89
reciprocating, *DEC:47
table, compact portable, *AUG:55
table, compact portable, upkeep tips

for, AUG:115

Seismic:
anchors, new holddowns (L), JAN:16
framing, lateral-force collectors for,

*OCT:117
research lab simulates earthquakes,

NOV:22

Septic: 
research for alternative systems,

MAY:20

Shotcrete. See Concrete.

Showers:
curbless, accessible shower (Q),

APR:33
multi-jet shower valve (P), JUL:89
outdoor, building of, *APR:103
shower doors (P), AUG:111

Siding: See also Stucco.
cedar, extractive bleeding (Q), MAY:31
cedar shingles on Dutch Colonial,

JUN:37
with slate, SEP:160

Siding, fiber-cement:
cutting with circular saws, electric

shears, *APR:109
installing, *DEC:39

Siding, vinyl:
foil-faced foam under (Q), JUN:34
quality installation, importance of

trim details and, *NOV:73
rated by Consumer Reports, NOV:19
wall system and drainage plane,

MAR:55

Siding, wood:
corner details for, JUL:41
wall system and drainage plane,

MAR:55

Site work:
EPA stormwater permits, MAY:19
geosynthetics and applications in,

*MAY:57
ginkgo tree, relocation of, OCT:160

Slabs: 
backfilling and compacting needed

under (Q), FEB:27
ceramic tile over basement slab (Q),

JAN:36
reinforcing over disturbed soil (Q),

DEC:27

Slate. See Roofs, slate.

Software. See Computer software.

Soil: 
classification resource (L), MAR:12

Solar power:
incentives and comeback, MAY:22; 

(L) AUG:9
photovoltaic system, easy installation

of (P), JUL:88

Sprinklers, fire: 
PEX tubing system test results,

*JAN:21

Stairs:
handrails, building details for 

over-the-post, *JUN:89
installing finished over rough

stringers, MAY:128

Steel: See also Framing, steel.
steel I-beams for basement wall 

bracing, *JAN:75; (L) APR:11
steel I-beams for basement wall 

bracing, helical screws vs. 
tie backs (L), APR:12

Structural:
cedar posts on fieldstone footings,

MAR:143; (L) MAY:16
interior timbers, assessing soundness

of (Q), JUL:33
porch deck failure and live loads,

SEP:21
snow load failures, APR:25

Stucco:
over concrete (Q), NOV:29
Minn. official warns of water 

intrusion, OCT:22
types of, leaks, and drainage details,

*SEP:73
wall system and drainage plane,

MAR:55

Subcontractors:
contractor liability for, AUG:42
owners wanting to hire, legal 

ramifications of, DEC:35

Subflooring:
OSB as substrate for carpeting (Q),

SEP:36

Sunroom:
custom, assembly and glazing,

OCT:111

Tile. See Ceramic tile.

Toilets: See also Plumbing.
fixture options, SEP:124
NAHB low-flush study results, JAN:22

Tools & Equipment: See also Drills;
Saw blades; Saws.

aftermarket battery packs (P), JAN:117
air hoses, keeping thawed in cold

weather (Q), APR:34
bag, luggage-like (P), JUL:87
blueprint bag (P), JUL:87
bounce-fire rules for nailguns, APR:26
casing measuring aid (P), JUL:132
circular saw recall, APR:25
cordless screwdriver, professional-duty

(P), FEB:117
fiber-cement-cutting tool comparison,

*APR:109
finish carpentry tools (P), OCT:152
fixed-base router review, *MAY:81
foam gun, professional-duty (P),

FEB:117
garage door opener, header-mounted

(P), JUL:88
gear for cold weather (P), NOV:138
glue guns, APR:147
hammer drills and rotary hammers,

differentiating, JUN:133
ladders and scaffolding (P), SEP:150
laser level, two-way, APR:150
laser saw guides, JUN:135
layout tool, multi-use (P), JUL:130
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LeveLite manual critique (L), JAN:14
levels (P), AUG:120
nailer, convertible framing and metal

connector (P), JUL:87
permit caddy (P), FEB:120
pocket utility knife (P), JUL:87
rabbeting plane, small (P), FEB:120
saw stand accessories, APR:150
screw gun, telescopic, NOV:131
for siding, NOV:131
siding gauge (P), JUL:130
sliding compound miter saw,

MAY:119
tape measure, magnetic-tipped (P),

JUL:132
telescopic 3rd Hand (P), JAN:118
tool organizers (P), OCT:154
vest, bag-like (P), JUL:87; AUG:115
vise, job-site, APR:152
worklights (P), OCT:151

Trim, exterior:
corner details for wood siding, JUL:41
for Dutch Colonial gambrel, JUN:37
for panelized period homes, *OCT:71

Trim, interior: See also Finish carpen-
try; Molding, crown.

flexible trim, * MAY:74
frame and panel, *FEB:51
production techniques for, *NOV:65

Trucks:
gear for (P), AUG:122
office in a truck, *MAY:91

Trusses, roof:
second-story addition with trusses,

FEB:33

Vapor barriers:
smart vapor retarders, AUG:36

Ventilation, bathroom:
through soffits? (Q), NOV:32

Ventilation, roof:
combining ridge and gable vents (Q),

JUN:33; (L) SEP:11
questionable for reducing cooling

load, JUN:75
venting with no soffit overhang (Q),

MAY:34

Ventilation, whole-house:
fresh air system with exhaust fan (P),

JUL:90
heat-recovery ventilator, poor man’s,

JUN:144
heat-recovery ventilator with whole-

house filter, affordable (P), JUL:90

Vinyl. See Siding, vinyl; Windows,
vinyl.

Voc/tech students:
million-dollar house built by, NOV:20

Warranties:
asphalt shingle, and spray-foam 

insulation (L), OCT:11

express, MAY:43
implied, and quality of work 

standards, APR:51; (L) JUL:14

Water:
conservation, builders adapt for, JUL:19 
redirecting in Calif. for city supplies,

DEC:21

Water heaters:
instantaneous gas (Q), NOV:29
new ANSI standard for, JUN:21
new ANSI standard missing number

(L), AUG:14
safety of and individual responsibility

(L), SEP:14

Wind:
resistant framing, lateral-force 

collectors for, *OCT:117
tornadoes, weak wood-frame details,

DEC:20

Windows:
bay, curved apron design for,

AUG:128
condensation problem in (Q),

MAY:31; (L) JUL:11
cutting openings with a router,

NOV:135
interior insulating liner for (P),

AUG:20
leaks and (L), JUN:11
leaks rampant in Canadian study,

NOV:21
new codes vs. supply, APR:23
and new R-20 foam glass (P), MAR:24

Windows, vinyl:
leaks in (L), JUN:11; (L) AUG:12
with traditional look (P), JUL:85

Windows, wood:
casement with wood-veneered screen

frame (P), JUL:88
rebuilding, when and how (Q),

MAR:33

Wood panels:
*FEB:51

Wood, treated: 
CCA alternatives corrosive, SEP:23; (L)

DEC:12

Worker’s compensation. See Insurance.
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